News, Notes and Queries operative and post-operative management of cases, on the construction and use of surgical instruments, on bandaging and on many other aspects of surgery in general and surgery of the head and neck area in particular. It is hoped however that the present paper will stimulate interest and further examination of the empiric maturity of Hindu surgery more than fifteen centuries ago. BIBLIOGRAPHY 1. AMBIKADATrASHASTRI, Sushruta-samhita, Varanasi, Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series Office,
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6. GHANEK.AR, B. G., Sushruta-samhita, Delhi, 1952 One must presume that Schoener derived two more crases in the same way: 'dry' with 'hot' and 'cold' balanced, and 'moist' with 'hot' and 'cold' balanced. In his opinion the yield was then eight combined crases, plus four simple crases and the eucrasic state in which 'hot' and 'cold', and 'warm' and 'moist' were equally balanced. But it should be obvious that in the simple crasis 'hot' (where 'hot' predominates over 'cold') 'moist' and 'dry' must be in balance, and so on for the remaining simple crases. Thus there can be only four combined and four simple crases in addition to the eucrasic state.
The matter is clearly explained by Galen in Chapter VIII of Book 1 On Crases (Kuehn I, pp. 554-59). He says that the four combined dyscrasias, 'hot' and 'moist', 'hot' and 'dry', 'cold' and 'moist', and 'cold' and 'dry' are well known to physicians and philosophers but they have neglected the 'first and best' of the crases-eucrasis, where 'hot' and 'cold', and 'moist' and 'dry' are in balance-as well as the remaining four, which are constituted, he says, by 'half' of the combined dyscrasias. In justifying the existence of the last four Galen states that when 'hot' predominates over 'cold' it is not necessary that either 'dry' or 'moist' predominate as well; they may be in balance. And so on for the remaining qualities. This being the case, Galen concludes, we have no reason to doubt that there are nine crases (ennea tas pasas einai ton krase3n diaphoras, eukraton men mian, ouk eucraton de tas okto, tettaras men haplus, hygron, kai xeran, kai thermen, kai psychran, allus de tettaras synthetous, hygran hama kai thermen, kai xeran hama kai thermen, kai psychran hama kai hygran, kai psychran hana kai xeran). BIBLIOGRAPHY
